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“The mentoring is really helping her, it’s keeping her away 
from the edge.”

“Going to Letton broadened my knowledge, boosted my 
confidence and opened my eyes to the wonder of which 
God has created”

“The ‘Where is God?’ station left me with 
more questions like ‘what made our world 
this way?”

Teacher comment on CROPS Mentoring
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Kai, on Letton Hall

Student reflection on Breathe



Looking back on the Spring School Term 
is what this newsletter is all about and 
what a term it was! Highlights for me 
have included some great days delivering 
Breathe including taking the resource into 
a brand new school, Hampton Gardens, 
as part of their collapsed timetable day 
for year 7. What was a tough moment 

was the realization that it was our last 
term with Nathanael Grenfell on team - 
whose time with us was coming to end. 
Nathanael had stayed to do a second Gap 
year with CROPS but finished with us at 
Easter with his departure up North! We 
will miss Nathanael hugely. He has been 
such a great asset to CROPS, serving in 
schools and at The Point and Letton. We 
want to thank him for everything he has 
contributed to the team and the work of 
CROPS. 

One thing that excites me about CROPS is 
that the impact of our work is multiplying 
through an ever-increasing team of 
volunteers. You may only hear direct from 
a few faces in this newsletter but add in 
our mentoring volunteers and CROPS has 
over 20 people working weekly in schools! 
Praise God for growth… but pray for more 
workers for the harvest!

We have had to really pack this newsletter 
to fit everything in (and there’s still things 
we didn’t have room for!) – so read on 
and hear all the great news about what 

Matt Wild
,
s Update

CROPS Director CROPS is doing in and out of schools! Once 
again thank you for your interest, support, 
giving, prayers and encouragement.

Every blessing

Matt 

CROPS (Christian Options in Peterborough Schools) are a charity unique to Peterborough, and were set up by local churches in 
1989 as a Christian education charity to work in schools. CROPS aims to help children and young people gain an understanding 
of the Christian faith, and its relevance to our lives today. In its work in schools CROPS also supports the needs of young people 
pastorally through a mentoring project and lunchtime clubs, developing the whole individual.

CROPS provide a wide range of resources to primary and secondary schools through assemblies, lunch-clubs, curriculum input for 
Religious Education, chaplaincy work, special ‘off-timetable’ projects, and targeted pastoral support alongside school pastoral 
teams. In addition to this CROPS supports local youth workers and youth work in churches through events like ‘The Point’ and 
‘Letton Houseparty’ as well as running a gap year programme for school leavers. CROPS continues to be funded by churches and 
Christian individuals and seeks to work in partnership with local churches and other organisations. 

ABOUT

A Word From The CROPS Treasurer Nigel Burroughs

Hello everyone! There is a common misconception that the main source of funding 
for CROPS comes from the local churches. As you can see from the chart above, 
only a quarter of CROPS’ income actually comes from “Churches and Groups”. Our 
primary source of income is from individuals (If you think that the churches should 
provide more of the support for CROPS, please discuss this with your church 
leadership!). Alternatively, how about you giving directly to the work of CROPS? 
Without our individual supporters, the work of CROPS would cease and it certainly 
would not have expanded into Schools Mentoring, a project that we are still raising 
funds for year 3 and onwards.

If you wish to give, you can do this online via the CROPS website www.crops.org.
uk via the donate button, or our bank account details are:

“The CROPS Trust” (Lloyds Bank Account No. 07271867 Sort Code  30-95-05).

Should you wish to know more please contact either the CROPS office at 
hello@crops.org.uk or myself at nigel@burroughs.eclipse.co.uk and we can send 
you further information. Thank you!

Nigel Burroughs

 

Sundry

Gift Aid

Indivduals (Non Gift Aid)

Churches and Groups

Indivduals (Gift Aid)
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Team Updates

It’s been another wonderful term at CROPS! Our Letton Hall Houseparty in February was brilliant. It was a privilege to get to 
see the young people grow as God was working through their lives during our time away. Furthermore, working alongside 
an amazing team of leaders and junior leaders was also a great joy! Another highlight of this term has been taking part in the 
running the Breathe days at Stanground Academy and Arthur Mellows Village College. It was great seeing how the young people 
connected with the ‘stations’ as they explored and meditated on some big topics and questions, such as where God is.  As I 
continue my gap year, I look forward to what God has in store for CROPS during the summer term!

Honour Smith
CROPS Gap Year Student

Richard Kean
Walk Thru The Bible Primary Schools Presenter

Once children in Year 6 have completed their SATs, there’s nothing quite like a tour of the Old Testament to unwind! I’m thrilled 
to say Discovery School have booked CROPS to return later this summer with OT Mini – the shortened, catchy walk through the 
Old Testament! The lessons will involve forty memorable hand signs, maps (both big and small!), a workbook and poster for every 
child and the big picture of God’s salvation plan. I’m looking forward to presenting the stories in tandem with Walk Thru the 
Bible’s new discussion questions that split the sessions in two to encourage even more interactive opportunities. Please pray for 
me!

Nathanael Grenfell
CROPS Gap Year Student

Well it’s been another exciting term with so much going on. It’s been packed with assemblies, breathe days, lunch clubs, the Point 
and the much loved Letton Hall Houseparty. As my time with CROPS is coming to an end, I would like to take the opportunity to 
say just how much of a great experience it’s been. I’ve enjoyed it so much and it’s helped me to grow in so many areas. If you’re 
reading this and considering doing a gap year with CROPS, do it! It will seriously change your life, challenge you and help you 
grow. Even if you don’t get a job that is anything to do with youth or schools work, a gap year with CROPS will give you skills for 
every area of life and help you to go deeper in your faith.

The Point
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We have had some special times at The Point this term, and 
God has blessed our times of community, worship, teaching, fun 
games, etc! We started off in January with Hannah Fytche, 
Theology student and author of God’s Daughters as our speaker 
bringing some great teaching about the wisdom and wonder 
found in God’s word, the Bible with some great opportunities 
through prayer stations for the young people to respond in the 
worship at the end. 

We then had in February, a visit from former Gap year student 
Matthew Forsyth who spoke about Daniel and his friends, and 
the importance of not being alone, growing through  community 
in Christ – and the Holy Spirit’s role as our helper and guide. 

Finally in March Samuel Taylor – pastor in training at Kingsgate 
Community Church, joined us and 
brought a challenging message about 
repentance and surrender – giving our all 
to Jesus. It was also a real blessing that 
night to have Dave Charlton former 
CROPS gapper back leading worship. 

One thing that we have been seeking 
to do this term and onwards it to equip 
the young people who are a part of 

The Point – especially in the area of developing them in worship 
and worship leading. With this in mind, on a Saturday towards 
the end of January, we held a special Worship Team Day and 
gathered around 20 young people and were joined by Sam 

Miller to teach and equip them on what 
worship is theologically, the heart and 
lifestyle of a worshipper, as well some 
practicalities to do with being part of a 
worship team. It was a special afternoon 
investing in young people and as a 
result have been since then, integrating 
more and more of them, not only into 
the worship team, but into co-leading 
worship roles.



Letton Hall Houseparty

This February we returned to Letton Hall, along with 
66 young people, for our most recent Houseparty – 
‘The Twelve’. 
Jake Tucker (Youth Worker for Thirst Cafe, Bishop Stortford and previous 
CROPS Gapper) was our guest speaker for the week. He led us through four 
fantastic main sessions all about “The 12 Who Followed”, and how Jesus calls 
ordinary people, like you and I, to follow him and enact His master plan. 

He kicked off the week giving us an overview of who each of the 12 Disciples 
were, before focusing on the character of Judas Iscariot. We looked at how 
Judas, as a follower of Jesus, was able to betray Him. We learnt that it was 
because Judas had given his life to follow Jesus, but not his heart. Jake then 
challenged us to look at our own lives to see if we were holding anything back from 
God, and to open the doors of our hearts to Him.

Next we looked at Thomas – “the Eeyore of the group.” Jake showed us how despite 
Thomas’ pessimism, and scepticism, he had a whole-hearted dedication to know 
the truth of the Gospel. Through his questions and doubt, Thomas had an active 
relationship with Jesus. Jake spoke about how doubt is healthy as long as we tightly 
hold onto the foundations of our faith. Jake then encouraged us to think about the 
‘closed hand’ aspects of our faith (the solid foundations that we need to hold onto), 
and the ‘open hand’ aspects of our faith (the bits that we don’t understand or that 
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Letton has changed my life. Before my first Letton I was scared, I had 
low self-esteem and was confused, and didn’t really know how to 
explore my faith. Going to Letton broadened my knowledge, boosted 
my confidence and opened my eyes to the wonder of which God has 
created. I am forever grateful for Matt and all the leaders and look 
forward to many more Lettons in the future. THANK YOU – Kai
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we question but, whether we have the 
answer or not, it won’t affect our belief in 
the Good News). 

In our penultimate session we looked 
at Simon Peter: “The disciple who kept 
putting his foot in it (or who had ‘a foot-
shaped mouth!”) Jake talked to us about 
how Jesus never disqualifi ed Peter for 
his mistakes. In fact, Jesus used Peter to 
lead and build His Church. We also looked 
at the transformative power of the Holy 
Spirit in Peter’s life. Peter went from 
denying his faith, to dying for his faith.

Finally, Jake spoke to us about John: “The 
disciple of Love”. Jake taught us that John 
recognised the importance of love, but 
love wasn’t something that came naturally 
to him. John had to learn how to love. 
Learning to love starts with intimacy with 

God in the secret 
place – in having 
solitude with God 
to be able to build 
a truly intimate 

relationship with Him. We learnt that: to 
be a world changer for Jesus, you need to 
love: love your friend, love your enemies, 
and most importantly love God!

Soul Stretch is our morning devotional 
time that started with sung worship 
before going into a bible study time in our 
Letton groups. We had different options 
for the Bible study: discussion, annotating, 
journaling, and refl ection. This enabled 
everyone to explore the passage in a way 
which best suited them. This Letton we 
had a theme for the selected passages: 
The Sermon on The Mount. Over the three 
mornings we looked at: Love your enemies 
(Matt 5:43-48), Do not worry (Matt 6:25-
34), and The wise and foolish builders 
(Matt 7:24-29). This was a great way to 
start our day in a way that allowed us to 
fully concentrate on God.

We also had so many other great 
moments that we shared with one 
another. We had a fantastically fun time 
on the go-karts, playing our wide game, 
and solving the mystery in our giant 

‘Cluedo’ night game. The leaders 
also ran a choice of seminars 
exploring Biblical views on 
themes. These consisted of 
Inside Out, The Mind, Purpose, 
Learning to Hear God’s Voice, 
Worship, and Soul Sisters 
(Q&A). Leaders also ran 
workshops for the young 
people to attend, creating 
space for fun and fellowship: 
football challenges, nail 
art, baking, pitch perfect 3 

(singing), and games.

The Acoustic Café was a brilliant evening 
with our “The 12” themed ‘mock-tails’ 
and music performed by some of our 
wonderful leaders. Our ‘T-Party’ themed 
dinner also made for a terrifi c time, with 
each table decorated with its own ‘T’ 
theme: e.g. a teddy bear table, tartan 
table. There was also a superb array of 
‘T’ / tea party costumes from The Tin 
Man, Tooth Fairy, characters from Alice 
in Wonderland. We even had a selection 
of delicious tea party delicacies, including 
homemade scones with jam and cream – 
amazing! 

The talent show was another highlight of 
our Houseparty. We saw some incredible, 
and eclectic acts from an amazing, 
talented bunch of young people. Notably, 
there was juggling, an improvisational 
story about ‘Granny’, and the ‘Mafi a Cow’ 
band performance. Many of the young 
people also performed beautiful and 
brilliant musical spectacles too, (as well 
as a more bizarre Scottish, heavy metal, 
pirate, tribute act!).

Finally, we want to say a humongous 
thank you to all our leaders, junior leaders, 
and our guest speaker, Jake for doing such 
an amazing job of serving us at Letton, 
we couldn’t have done it without you! 
Another massive thank you to Quentin, 
Sue, and Marcus – our lovely cooks, thank 
you for spoiling us all with your delicious 
food!

Thank you especially to Danny, Alison and 
the rest of the Letton Hall staff who make 
Letton Hall such an amazing and special 
place to be.

We pray that the young people will 
treasure these amazing memories and 
will continue to thrive from what they 
have learnt and received from God this 
Letton, and we hope that you’ve enjoyed 
reading about what we got up to at our 
February Letton Houseparty 2018!

“Every time I go, it feels 
like a second home. You’ll never get 
bored as there is always something 
to do, that’s why I enjoy Letton Hall 

every time I go. I can’t recommend 
this enough” – Dan
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Assemblies
The spring term has brought plenty of opportunities in 
secondary schools. We estimate that in assemblies alone we 
have communicated to around 3500 young people this term, 
what a privilege this is.

January saw us welcomed into Chapel (both Lower and Upper 
Senior School) at The Peterborough School where Matt 
challenged the pupils to consider the direction of their lives, the 
impact Saul’s encounter with Christ had on his direction, GPS 
systems, Hobbits, and the importance of ‘staying on track’ and 
following the path. Also in January Nathanael and Honour led 
‘Alternative Worship’ at The King’s School on the theme of 
‘Peace’ facilitating prayer and worship for around 50 students 
who voluntarily choose to attend this opportunity.

In the run up to Easter, we had two assembly weeks: Nene Park 
Academy and Sir Harry Smith Community College, using our 
‘BFG – What makes friendship so special?’ assembly, looking 
at what the Bible in Ecclesiastes, says about the importance 
of friends, and not falling alone. After one of the mornings at 

Secondary Schools Work
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At the beginning of this year, just after 
Christmas, I got the opportunity to teach 
10 lessons at St Augustine’s Primary 
using the new ‘Understanding Christianity’ 
material which is a Church of England 
Education Office Project. It was great 
getting to know some of the content of this 
pack but it was also exciting to see how well 
the ‘Walk Through the Bible’ lessons I teach 
fit in with this syllabus. OT Mini and NT Mini 
will continue to be a great resource to offer 
to Primary Schools for the future.

At Heltwate School, despite the snow, we 
managed to do one of our Lent assemblies 
based on the John the Baptist. We started 
with a spring clean of the hall which several 
students ably helped us with and thought 
about how we need a spring clean of our 
thoughts and actions during Lent. Confident 
actors dressed up to help us demonstrate 
how John the Baptist baptised people in the 
river Jordan to show that they wanted to be 
forgiven for their past and wanted to follow 
God’s ways.  A wash basket was put at the 
foot of the cross as we thought about what 
we might want God to help us change in 
order to have a clean new start.

‘What would Jesus do if he met a polar 
bear?’
As I arrived at Hampton Hargate Primary 
School to take another question and 
answer session entitled ‘What do we know 
about Jesus?’ for Yr 3 (7-8 year olds,) the 

teacher reminded me of the question about 
the polar bear I had been asked last year. 
She laughed and said, ‘I just remember 
wondering what you would say in reply and 
you told him that Jesus lived in Israel so he 
wouldn’t have met a polar bear there’. We 
always need inspiration for these lessons 
and get to talk about all kinds of questions! 
This year we discussed ‘What makes Good 
Friday good?’ and ‘Why did Jesus die?’ as we 
re-enacted parts of Jesus’ story together, 
including his Baptism and Resurrection. Of 
course there were lots of other questions 
that came up, in fact one class had so many 
questions that 45 minutes was not enough 
and the teacher agreed to let them have 
an extra 15 minutes of the lesson – it was 
great!

The three Yr2 classes also had a chance 
to ask about Lent and Easter in their Q & 
A lessons and the following week I was 
pleased to be able to take a whole school 
Easter assembly. I was very glad Honour 

was able to come with me to help with 
this as she set up a quick Easter egg hunt 
in the hall (with key Easter words in the 
plastic eggs) and our volunteers discovered 
‘forgiveness’, ‘hope’ and ‘New life’ etc.  in 
them. I retold the Easter story by reminding 
them that ‘God’s love never runs out’ as 
I poured out water from a special jar to 
illustrate various parts of the story. It was a 
lovely way to end the Spring term.

Prayer Space
I am pleased to say that William Law 
CE Primary have opened one of their 
classrooms for Monday lunchtimes to be 
used as a Prayer Space. This is an interactive 
drop-in area where children can come 
to do a prayer activity or just have an 
inspirational space to be quiet and pray or 
write their thoughts to God. There are lots 
of tried and tested ideas for these spaces 
now and we look forward to using a variety 
of activities to keep this space fresh and 
special. Miss Cundy (the class teacher and 
RE co-ordinator), Honour and I look forward 
to enabling the children to make the most of 
this opportunity.

If you are interested in any of the acts 
of Collective Worship, lessons or lunch 
activities mentioned in this article and 
would like to know more about resourcing 
your school please get in touch with the 
CROPS Office. Thank you. 

Primary Schools Work
By Rachel Jessup
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answer them, has been in demand this term! We’ve taken it 
into schools that are new to the city, as well as schools that 
have had it before and established schools where we’ve taken 
it for the first time!  Before the February half term we visited 
Stanground Academy to lead sessions with students in Years 7, 
8 and 9. The week following this Breathe was part of a collapsed 
timetable day at Nene Park Academy with sessions for the 
Year 9 students. One highlight was some Year 9 girls coming off 
the Breathe mat at the end of the session. A small group left 
animated by the session, engaged by the activities they had 
done - clearly captivated by forgiveness station asking each 
other what they had written down to put through the shredder. 
It was clear they had taken something on board that afternoon.

In the run up to Easter in March we had a further two days of 
Breathe, one at Arthur Mellows Village College with Year 
8 students as part of a ‘well-being day’, with one student 
commenting: “I had time to think about things I had never 
considered.’ Finally we spent a day at the newly opened 
Hampton Gardens School to lead five sessions with Year 7, 
assisted by Toby Baffa-Isaacs – youth leader at CSK Hampton. 
It was lovely to see quoted in the school magazine afterwards, 
that out of the options that students did for the day that: 
‘students voted unanimously that ‘Breathe’ was their favourite 
activity.’  I like to think that we aim to not only engage young 
hearts and minds, but also give them an enjoyable experience!

SHSCC, a visitor to the school who had sat in on the assembly 
came up to thank Matt, commenting what a brilliant message 
it was and what an excellent start to the day he thought the 
assembly had been for the students!   

Matt returned to The King’s School speaking to the whole 
school in assembly on ‘forgiveness’.  He recalled Frank Lampard 
and his betrayal of Chelsea, as well as linking a Doctor Who 
episode which explored betrayal and forgiveness, highlighting 
a quote from the Doctor: ‘Do you think that I care for you so 
little that betraying me would make a difference?’. Then going 
on to talk about God’s love for us even when we let him down, 
bringing in the example of Peter talking to the crowd who had 
turned against God’s chosen Messiah and how God’s amazing 
love wasn’t just for the people of Israel 2,000 years ago and 
that because of Jesus’ death on the cross, everybody has the 
opportunity to get themselves right with God, to become his 
friends rather than his enemies. 

Lunchtime Clubs & Chaplaincy
We continue to offer clubs and chaplaincy three lunchtimes a 
week supporting a wide range of students in schools and at 
Peterborough Regional College. It has been great to see the 
group at PRC grow to a regular crowd who turn up each week to 
catch up over drinks, talk about life, faith and what’s happening 
in their lives. As part of the chaplaincy team we offer wider 
opportunities to engage in college life and before Easter had a 
stall in the foyer area to engage staff and students about what 
the cross meant to them and hand out invites to Church guest 
services. 

Breathe RE / SMSC Days
Breathe, our reflective RE resource that enables young people to 
ask some of the bigger questions of life and hear how Christians 

Secondary Schools Work
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“I loved the shredder one (forgiveness 
station) because it really felt like it took my 
sins away” – Student comment about Breathe
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This term we took another two steps 
towards our vision of placing two mentors 
in every secondary school in Peterborough 
as we welcomed the Greater Peterborough 
University Technical College and Queen 
Katherine Academy (formerly The Voyager 
Academy) to our mentoring project.  With 3 
new mentors also starting this term, it has 
been our busiest ever in terms of mentoring 
sessions and we have already undertaken 
three quarters of the total sessions 
we did with young people in all of 2017!

We also had our very fi rst ‘Mentors 
Meet Up’ this term, where many of our 
mentors got together for an evening to eat 
homemade cake and share our experiences 
of what it has been like mentoring in 
schools.  It was both heart-warming and 
heart breaking to hear our mentors share 
their experiences of the reality of working 
with young people going through diffi cult 
times.  Whilst the stories we heard were 
both encouraging and challenging it was 
fantastic to see how God is working through 
his people here in Peterborough, as they 
give their time to serve Him.

Many of the 10 schools we are working with 
have been part of CROPS Mentoring for a 
while now, so this term has been a great 
opportunity to meet with these schools 
to review how things are going.  To hear 
the genuine thankfulness and appreciation 
in these meetings for CROPS, and the 
individual mentors they have, has been 
such an encouragement. Nearly every time 
I have these meetings, I have been asked 
by the school: ‘have you got more any more 
mentors for us?’ 

As a team we take real encouragement from 
both the openness and warmth of the local 
schools to our project but it’s the ‘day to 
day’ encounters with students that really 
make up the heartbeat of the project.  When 
I hear fi rst-hand or from other mentors 
about the students they see, it reminds me 
of why the need is so great and the work so 
essential.

A discussion with one student I had recently, 
who struggles with low confi dence, was 
about how his teachers, parents and friends 
would describe him.  He answered the 
fi rst two quite quickly and then paused 
for a long time before answering about 
friends.   He fi nally said ‘ I can’t think of one 
person in school that is my friend and I don’t 
really have anyone to hang around with, 
so I don’t know how they would describe 
me’.  Another boy, mocked so much for 
his physical appearance since the start of 
school, struggled to talk about how he felt 
about his friendships as he said he didn’t 
have any.  Another student who suffered 
bullying early on in school life is still affected 
by it years later and can’t face coming to 
school each day.  It can be easy to forget 
how hard life can be for some students in 
our local schools.

Yet despite these diffi cult stories, we can 
see hope.  Schools and mentors alike are 
feeding back that through mentoring, 
when students are given time and space 
to process their feelings with someone to 
listen to them, things begin to change and 
students fi nd more confi dence in school.  A 
teacher remarked in passing recently ‘ X 
seems to be happier now in school’, then 

CROPS Mentoring
With Chris Wild

“The mentoring is really helping her, it’s keeping her away from the edge.”

paused, refl ected and said ‘actually come 
to think of it, they seem a lot better in 
school now’.  Another teacher remarked ‘the 
mentoring is really helping her, it’s keeping 
her away from the edge’.  Sometimes it can 
be really hard to monitor the difference that 
mentoring makes, but keeping someone ‘on 
the edge’ away from it, I think, is a great 
success.

Whilst it has been fantastic to welcome 
our 9th and 10th school to the project this 
term, we have had to sadly say goodbye 
to some of our volunteer mentors so with 
grateful thanks we wish them well.  This 
means some of our schools just have the one 
mentor currently working in them. Do you 
think you could be the second mentor in a 
school?  Please do get in touch to fi nd out 
more details.

SAVE THE DATE

9 SEPTEMBER 2018

SUMMER 
CELEBRATIONBretton Baptist ChurchPeterborough
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